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Brendan O'Connor celebrates local restaurants and culinary creators that
truly shine, including choices for best Instagrammable restaurant and veggie-
forward eats. Meanwhile, readers pick their favorites in 70+ categories.
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Explore Florida's wide variety
of quality colleges and
universities. 

The chilled beef tenderloin tataki, 
seared diver harvest sea scallops 
with butternut squash stu  ed 
tortellini and watermelon sorbet 
at Norman's. 
Photography: Roberto Gonzalez
Art Direction: Milena Wambold

Kaya in Lake Eola Heights
takes top honors as a Brendan's
Choice award winner for Best Bar
Food. The Michelin-loved Filipino
restaurant serves dish after
stunning dish like elevated pancit,
lumpiang and oxtail kare-kare.
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DID YOUR FAVORITE 
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Sample the delights ofNorman’s, your Best Restaurant winner.
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BEST RESTAURANT

N O R M A N ’ S
Restaurant Row
Is there anything better than sitting on
Norman’s covered outdoor patio, sip-
ping wine as you enjoy the gentle Flor-
ida breezes? Or kicking back indoors in
a refined space to savor an exquisite
menu of fresh seafood, steak, chicken
and pork entrees? Obviously not, since
Norman’s takes top honors as our
readers’ favorite overall restaurant. The
critics agree as well, adorning Chef
Norman Van Aken with a lengthy list of
honors that’s too long to recount here,
but he’s the only Florida chef who’s
been inducted into the James Beard
Foundation’s list of “Who’s Who in
American Food and Beverage” and is
known as the “Founding Father of New
World Cuisine.” You can also thank Van
Aken for introducing the word “fusion”
into the dining lexicon. He’s a true
Sunshine State treasure and has been
hailed as “Florida’s Culinary Icon.”
¶normans.com






